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Near	the	end	of	his	 life,	Roger	Williams,	Rhode	Island	founder	and	father	of	American
religious	freedom,	scrawled	an	encrypted	essay	in	the	margins	of	a	colonial-era	book.
For	more	than	300	years	those	shorthand	notes	remained	indecipherable	...	...	until	...	A
team	of	Brown	University	undergraduates	led	by	Lucas	Mason-Brown	cracked	Williams'
code	after	the...
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Reader's	Opinions
For	 centuries,	 a	 shorthand	 essay	 of	 Roger	Williams	 (ca.	 1603-83),	written	 sometime	 during	 the	 last	 few
years	 of	 his	 life,	 was	 left	 undeciphered	 and	was	 accordingly	 unavailable	 to	 historians.	 In	 a	 remarkable
scholarly	achievement,	a	team	of	professors	and	students	recently	decoded	much	of	this	essay	(hereafter
referred	to...
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